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NURSERY
Skills & Knowledge
LR Autumn Spring Summer
Prime e Find ways of managing transitions, from their parent to their key person. ¢ Use longer sentences of four to six words. » Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.
Areas | e Listen and respond to a simple instruction. ¢ Can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many « Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?
e Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions. turns. ¢ Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.
e Start to develop conversation, often jumping from topic to topic. ¢ Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. | ¢ Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and
e Develop pretend play: ‘putting the baby to sleep’ or ‘driving the car to the shops’. ¢ Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’.
e Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures. there... I'll be the driver.” ¢ Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.
e Understand and act on longer sentences like ‘make teddy jump’ or ‘find your coat'. » Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time. e Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed.
e Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’). * Use a wider range of vocabulary. » Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting and show
e Establish their sense of self. ¢ Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your more confidence in new social situations.
e Express preferences and decisions. coat and wait at the door”. e Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.
e Try new things and start establishing their autonomy. * Sing a large repertoire of songs. « Talk with others to solve conflicts.
o Thrive as they develop self-assurance. * Develop their sense of responsibility. e To begin to remember and follow rules.
o Are talking about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “I'm sad because...” or “| love it when”. | ® Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their | o Talk about their feelings using words like *happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.
e Beincreasingly able to talk about and manage their emotions. setting. o Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams.
e Develop friendships with other children. e Show more confidence in new social situations. ¢ Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters/trikes/bikes) and ball skills.
e Begin to show ‘effortful control’. For example, waiting for a turn and resisting the strong impulse | ® Begin to understand how others might be feeling. e Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks.
to grab what they want or push their way to the front. » Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. | e Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.
e Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children, because they know their * Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.  Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.
key person is nearby and available.  Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and | e Show a preference for a dominant hand.
e Enjoy starting to kick, throw and catch balls (links to PE Autumn 2 — Ball Skills). bikes) and ball skills (links to outdoor provision and PE Spring 1 — Dance « Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting
e  Build independently with a range of appropriate resources. and Spring 2 — Fundamentals). coats on.
e Sit on a push-along wheeled toy, use a scooter or ride a tricycle. * Skip, hop, stand on one leg (links to PE Spring 1 — Dance). « Begin to make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing
o Develop manipulation and control (tearing etc). * Begin to hold the scissors correctly and make snips in paper with scissors. | ¢ Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using
e To begin to use and explore scissors with support (Autumn 2). * Use large-muscle movements paint and make marks. the toilet, washing and drying their hands.
e Explore different materials and tools. * Show a preference for a dominant hand.
e Learn to use the toilet with help, and then independently.
e Use large and small motor skills to do things independently.
Specific | ¢  Begin to join in and sing songs. e To be able to hold a book and turn the pages e Name the different parts of a book, e.g. front cover.
Areas | e Enjoy exploring books and begin to understand how to hold a book correctly. e Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new « Spot and suggest rhymes (e.g. Silly soup acitivites).
. Enjoy sharing books with an adult. vocabulary e Develop their phonological awareness (e.g. ‘c’ is for cat).
e Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories. e Tune into rhymes ¢ Recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother.
e Enjoy drawing freely. e Enjoy an increasing range of books e Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a
e Take part in finger rhymes with numbers. e  Make marks on their picture to stand for their name. pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy.
e Counting-like behaviour, such as making sounds, pointing or saying some numbers in e Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to. For ¢ Write some or all of their name.
sequence. example: “That says mummy.” o Write some letters.
e Countin everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers - ‘1-2-3-5. e Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. ¢ Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how
o Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and language - ‘bigger/little/smaller’, e  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).
e Build with a range of resources. e Sorting objects by a specific common characteristic. e Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’).
e Complete inset puzzles. e Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns. e Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the
e Explore colours. e Recite numbers past 5. numeral, up to 5.
Explore and sort objects. e Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’ within provision. « Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.
e Explore more, fewer and the same within provision. e Begin to join in with repeats, e.g. If you’re happy and you know it. e Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.
e Explore and build with shapes and objects. e Begin to create their own patterns, e.g. red, blue, red, blue. e Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.
e Begin to explore patterns in a physical manner, e.g. singing songs, body percussion patterns, e Begin to understand positional language, e.g. under, on top. ¢ Begin to understand positional language using words like ‘in front of and ‘behind’
drum beats etc. e Begin to explore mass and capacity.  Talk about and identifies the patterns.
»  Exploring size. e Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. « Talk about and explore 2D shapes.
e Hear and say numbers and begin to count up to 3. o Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. ¢ Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences between people.
e  Explore natural materials, indoors and outside. ¢ Plant seeds and care for growing plants (links to Once Upon a Time e Explore the natural world around them.
e Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living topic). e Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living
things. e Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. things.
e Make connections between the features of their family and other families. e Explore how things work. » Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have
e  Show interest in different occupations. e Listen with increased attention to sound, both indoors and outdoors. experienced or seen in photos.
e Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history e Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these e Explore colour mixing.
e Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools. shapes to represent objects.  Remember and sing entire songs.
e Move and dance to music. e  Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about e Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know.
e Join in with songs and rhymes and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little how to use them and what to make. e Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and

Star’.

Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a
child holds a wooden block to her ear and pretends it's a phone.

Make simple models which express their ideas.

Join different materials and explore different textures.
Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like
animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc.

including details.
e Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits.
¢ Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
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RECEPTION
Skills & Knowledge
RECEPTION Autumn Spring Summer
Prime e Learn new vocabulary and use new vocabulary through the day. e Engage in story times. ¢ Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new
Areas e Learn rhymes, poems and songs. e Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. knowledge and vocabulary.
e Understand how to listen carefully. e Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. ¢ Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.
e Ask questions to find out more. e Describe events in some detail. o Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities.
e See themselves as a valuable individual. e Consider the feelings of others and how their actions can affect others. e Explain how things work and why they might happen.
e Express and identify their feelings. e To be able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses. e Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including
e Form positive relationships with adults. e Be confident to try new activities. use of tenses.
e Form friendships with peers. e Set and work towards simple goals. e Manage their own needs including dressing, going to the toilet, and understanding the
e To begin to give focused attention to adults. e Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. importance of healthy food choices.
e Manage their own basic hygiene. o Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. e Build constructive and respectful relationships.
e Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: rolling, | ¢ Understand the importance of healthy food choices. « Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance
crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing (links to PE Autumn 1 | ¢  Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and in the face of challenge.
— Fundamental skills). wellbeing: regular physical activity, healthy eating, toothbrushing, sensible ¢ To be able to know right from wrong and explain the reasons for rules.
e To begin to manage the school day successfully: lining up and queuing, mealtimes, amounts of ‘screen time’, having a good sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian ¢ To be able to give focused attention responding approporately when in engaged in an
personal hygiene. e Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activity.
e Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or activities that involve a ball ¢ To be able to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.
sitting on the floor. e Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, e Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.
e Begin to use a knife and fork. kicking, passing, batting, and aiming ¢ Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus, demonstrating strength,
¢ To begin to have an understanding of spacial awareness (links to PE Autumn 1 — e Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools safely. balance and coordination (links to PE Summer 1 — Games and Summer 2 —
Fundamental skills). ¢ To negotiate space safely (links to PE Spring 1 — Fundamentals and Dance). Gymanastics).
e To begin to throw, catch and kick a ball with control (linsk to PE Autumn 2 — Ball skills). ¢ To negotiate obstacles with consideration for themselves and others (links to PE
e Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility. Summer 1 — Gymnastics).
¢ Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently. ¢ Develop their fine motor skills so that they can use a range of tools including scissors,
o Combine different movements with ease and fluency (links to PE Autumn 1 — paint brushes and cutlery.
Fundamental skills and outdoor provision). ¢ Hold a pencil effectiviely using the tripod grip.
Specific e To begin to use vocabularly during roleplay activities. ¢ Understand story structure » Anticipate — where appropriate — key events in stories.
Areas e Begin to understand parts of a book, e.g. front cover, blurb etc. e Retell a story. e Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and
e Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. e Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.
¢ Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter- e Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for « Engage in non-fiction books.
sound correspondences. them. e Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter—-sound
o  Write recognisable letters. e Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words.
¢ Count objects, actions and sounds. e Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. ¢ Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.
e To begin to compare two groups of objects. o Write simple phrases that can be read by others. » Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a
e  Explore numbers 1 to 5, explore their composition. e Subitiseupto 5 capital letter and full stop.
e Subitise up to 3. e Understand the ‘one more, one less’ concept between consectuitve numbers. ¢ Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.
e Explore 2D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and squares) using e Link the numeral with its cardinal number value. ¢ Write letters most of which are correctly formed.
informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. e Count beyond ten. e Cound beyond 20.
e Begin to describe the position of something, e.g. next to, under. e  Compare numbers. ¢ Have a deep understanding of number to 10.
e  Explore simple patterns and create their own patterns. e Explore the composition of numbers 0 to 10.  Compare quantities up to 10.
e Extend and create ABAB patterns — stick, leaf, stick, leaf. e Explore 3D shapes (for example, cube, sphere, cone, cuboids) using informal and | ® Automatically recall number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number
e Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, “flat’, ‘round’. bonds to 10, including double facts.
e Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, e Compare length, weight and capacity. * Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds,
‘then...” (e.g. Maths link — Sequencing routine). e Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.
e Talk about members of their immediate family and community. e Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. ¢ Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read
¢ Name and describe people who are familiar to them. e Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. in class and storytelling;
e Understand that some places are special to members of their community. e Draw information from a simple map. ¢ Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other
e Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different e To begin to learn about what life is like for different people, cultures and countries.
ways. communities. ¢ Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural
e Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. e  To talk about seasonal change. communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in
e Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. ¢ Know some similairities and differences between different religious and cultural class. ) ) . . . )
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their communities, drawing on their experiences and what has been read to them. * Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
ability to represent them. e Explore how things work. e Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.
o Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. o Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. * Make observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.
e Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. . * To be able to talk about seasonal change throughout the year, and what can happen

Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and
stories.
Begin to use and select resources for purpose.

Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting

with colour, design, texture, form and function.

Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.

Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and
responses.

Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.
Develop storylines in their pretend play.

To use and select resources carefully for a purpose.

through the seasons.

¢ Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.

¢ Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to
move in time with music.

¢ Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with
colour, design, texture, form, and function.

e Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills.

e Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.
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BHYLLS ACRE

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Foundation Stage
Topic Overview

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Me and My | Arctic Animals | Let's Build Once Upon a If you're Splashing
Family Together Time Healthy and Around

You Know It!
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Autumn

Spring

Summer

Me and My Family

o &

Arctic Animals

f

Let’s build together

Once Upon a Time

You're Healthy and You
Know It!

v

Splashing Around

Literacy
Texts

The Gruffalo

All about families
Owl Babies

Little Acorn

Leaf Man

Room on the Broom
The Colour monster
Non-fiction books

Polar Bear, Polar Bear What
Can You Hear?

The Runaway Iceberg
Stickman

The Jolly Christmas Postman
The Night Before Christmas
Harry and the Dinosaurs
make a Christmas Wish

Three Little Pigs

What We’'ll Build

When | build with blocks

| Want to be an Architect

I love Chinese new year
Guess how much | love you
I love me

Non-fiction books

Goldilocks and the Three
Bears

The Gingerbread Man
Little Red Riding Hood
Pip and the egg

Jack and the Beanstalk
Hello egg

Non-fiction books

Introduction to
Read/Write/Inc

The Chocolate Monster

| can eat a Rainbow
Alan’s big scary teeth
Ready Steady Mo
Lighthouse Keepers Lunch
The Busy Body Book

RWI

Splish, splash, spolsh

The little raindrop
Sharing a Shell

What the ladybird hear at
the seaside

Spot goes on holiday
Somebody Swallowed

areas

Non-fiction books Non-fiction books Stanley
Tiddler
Non-fiction books
Mathematics Colour Sorting, Matching, Positional language Measures Comparisons 2D shapes
Puzzles Classifying Patterns Comparisons Patterns Positional language
Size Explore Mass & Capacity
Number on going Number on going Number on going
Understanding of | Family Diwali Chinese New Year Mother’s Day Eid Similarities and Differences
the world Friendship Bonfire night Special places Easter Positive attitudes Transition
Occupations Remembrance Day
RE Harvest Nativity
Christmas
Geography Weather Weather Buildings Light Features of the environment | World around them
Shadows Explore other countries
History Birthdays Growing up Old and New Castles Olympic winners Changes
Family Traditional tales old and new
Science My Body Signs of Winter Materials Plants Senses Natural environment
Ice Properties Growth Exercise Living things
Plant seeds
Forest school on going - Animals Forest school on going- Plants Forest school on going — Observe/care for minibeasts
Expressive Arts Mark Making Cards and calendars Materials and textures Painting and printing Colour mixing Draw with increasing
and Design Exploring paint Models Lion Dancing — Chinese new Easter performance Instruments complexity
Exploring instruments Indian dancing - drumming year Instruments
Imaginative play | Home corner Igloo Three Pigs House Castle Gym Boat

Gym: Use of space

Dance: Floor work, spatial
awareness

Games: Basics, safety, rules

Gym: Travelling/ Awareness

of body parts

Dance: Movement & music

Games: Parachute games

Gross and fine motor skills on going

Gross and fine motor skills on going

Gross and fine motor skills on going
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Trips Visit from fire service, nurse, Safari with Santa Visit from builders Story character dress up Bike/Scooter day Sea life centre
Wow lolly pop lady Walk to the postbox to post Local walk to see the Trip to the library Healthy eating
moments/hooks Santa letters different buildings Wonderland
Parent Transition Nativity Play Valentines Day activities Mother’s Day Healthy food workshop Father’s Day
workshops Promoting oral hygiene Our favourite activities

Transition
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BHYLLS ACRE

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Foundation Stage
Topic Overview

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Me and My Winter Dinosaur Superheros Fluff and Hello Summer
Family Wonderland Stomp! Feathers
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Non-fiction books

Non-fiction books

I love Chinese new year
Non-fiction books

Non-fiction books

2025-2026
Autumn Spring Summer
Me and My Family Winter Wonderland Dinosaur Stomp! Superheros Fluff and Feathers Hello Summer
: ' \L‘Ci“l‘/\ ﬁ g 2 2 &
N
- ) § (. o 3
Literacy Hello Autumn Hello Winter Harry and his bucket full of Hello Spring Introduction to RWI
Texts Who is in my family? The Gruffalo’s Child dinosaurs A Superhero Like You Read/Write/Inc Hello Summer
Owl Babies Elmer in the Snow 1,2,3 Do the dinosaur stomp | Supertato Little red hen What the ladybird heard on
Little Acorn Guess how much | love you Dinosaurs don’t have Underpants Wonderpants Rosie’s walk holiday
Leaf Man in the Winter? bedtimes What’s my Superpower? Duck in the Truck When ice cream had a
Room on the Broom Christmasasauras Say hello to the dinosaurs Non-fiction books Farmyard meltdown
The Colour Monster Snowball Dinosaurs love underpants Hullabaloo The Ocean Gardner

Sea creatures
Non-fiction books

Mathematics Colour Sorting, Matching, Positional language Measures Comparisons Patterns
Puzzles Classifying Patterns Comparisons 2D shapes Positional language
Size Explore Mass & Capacity
Number on going Number on going Number on going
Understanding of the Family Diwali Chinese New Year Mother’s Day Eid Similarities and Differences
world Friendship Bonfire night Special places Easter Positive attitudes Transition
Occupations Remembrance Day
RE Harvest Nativity
Christmas
Geography Weather Weather Buildings Light Features of the environment | World around them
Shadows Explore other countries
History Birthdays Growing up Past and present Old and New Farming Changes
Family People who help us Seaside pictures
Science My Body Signs of Winter Plants Materials Senses Natural environment
Ice Plant seeds Properties Growth Living things
Changes
Forest school on going - Animals Forest school on going- Plants Forest school on going — Observe/care for minibeasts
Expressive Arts and Mark Making Cards and calendars Materials and textures Painting and printing Colour mixing Draw with increasing

Design Exploring paint Models Lion Dancing — Chinese new Easter performance Instruments complexity
Exploring instruments Indian dancing - drumming year Instruments
Imaginative play areas | Home corner Workshop Fossil Hunters Superhero Headquarters Garden Shop Seaside

Gym: Use of space

Dance: Floor work, spatial
awareness

Games: Basics, safety, rules

Gym: Travelling/ Awareness
of body parts

Dance: Movement & music

Games: Parachute games

Gross and fine motor skills on going

Gross and fine motor skills on going

Gross and fine motor skills on going
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Trips Visit from fire service, nurse, Santa Safari Hoo Zoo Superhero dress up Growing chicks Beach day — at school
Wow moments/hooks lolly pop lady Walk to the postbox to post Trip to the library
Santa letters
Parent workshops Transition Nativity Play Valentines Day activities Mother’s Day Healthy food workshop Father’s Day

Promoting oral hygiene

Our favourite activities
Transition




