
                                                                                                               

Phonics and Reading 
As an integral component of our curriculum, the reading programme is designed to elevate standards, ensuring 
all students reach their fullest potential. Our comprehensive approach 
encompasses a phonics programme, encourages parental involvement, 
and promotes reading for pleasure, thereby cultivating a lifelong love for 
literature.  

At the heart of our reading curriculum is the commitment to raising 
academic standards. We understand that proficient reading skills are foundational to overall academic 
success. As such, our programme is structured to provide a structured progression in reading abilities. Each 
stage is meticulously crafted to correspond with the developmental needs of our students, ensuring a cohesive 

and stimulating learning experience. From initial phonemic awareness using the 
Read Write Inc programme to advanced comprehension strategies using VIPERS, V, 
Vocabulary: I, Infer: P, Predict: E, Explain: R, Retrieve: S, Sequence or Summarise) 
our curriculum is designed to cater to diverse learning styles and paces. 

The systematic phonics programme (RWI) we employ is pivotal in building strong 
reading skills. Phonics instruction is embedded throughout our reading curriculum, 
fostering early decoding and encoding skills. By teaching students to connect 
sounds with letters (and groups of letters), we enable them to tackle unfamiliar 

words confidently. This phonics-first approach is underpinned by research demonstrating its eMectiveness in 
enhancing reading proficiency. Whilst completing the phonics programme, children take home the reading 
book that matches the decoding level in which they are being taught.  

Parental engagement is another cornerstone of our reading programme. We believe that a collaborative eMort 
between teachers and parents is essential to nurturing a positive reading culture. By encouraging parents to 
take an active role in their child's reading journey, we create a partnership that benefits the overall educational 
experience. We provide resources, workshops, and guidance for parents, enabling them to support their 
children’s reading at home eMectively. We encourage daily reading practices, discussion of stories, and the 
exploration of a wide array of texts. Such involvement not only enhances comprehension but also helps to 
instill a sense of accomplishment and confidence in young readers. 

One of the guiding principles of our reading programme is the emphasis on reading for pleasure. We are 
committed to instilling a genuine love for reading in our students. To achieve this, we provide ample 
opportunities for children to explore diverse genres and authors. Our well-stocked reading shed and classroom 
reading corners are carefully curated to appeal to various interests and reading levels. Regularly scheduled 
reading events, including world book day, author workshops and drop ins to stories online, create an inviting 
atmosphere where excitement around reading can flourish. 

Our ongoing assessment practices play a crucial role in tracking student progress within the reading 
curriculum. Formal assessments, coupled with observational records and student feedback, allow us to 
monitor individual development and tailor instruction to meet specific needs. Regular reporting to parents, 
both formally and informally, keeps families informed of their child's progress and fosters an ongoing dialogue 
about reading achievements. Our dedication to transparency ensures that parents remain engaged and 
supportive of their child's journey. 


